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A well developed and comprehensive strategy is key to a successful PFAS
characteriza�on study. Jacobson James & Associates (JJ&A) starts with
evalua�ng the benefit and/or requirement for any tes�ng. If tes�ng is necessary,
a site-specific plan based on historical opera�ons and groundwater flow regimes
allows for a cost-effec�ve, thorough and defensible program. JJ&A has
developed specific protocols and methods to ensure the program is reasonable,
the data sound and appropriately scoped. These are key factors in controlling
cost, reduc�on of mul�ple sampling events and reduc�on of risk.

We have the technical exper�se, experience and regulatory know how to
cost-effec�vely comply with regulatory requests and orders.

W��� A�� PFAS/PFOS?

PFAS: Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances

• A class of chemicals that are contained in industrial and consumer
products. Specific examples are firefigh�ng foams, electrical
controls, etc. These chemicals are postulated to be toxic to human
health and the environment at very low (parts per trillion) levels.

• PFAS are a complex group of more than 3,000 chemicals.
Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and Perfluorooctane Sulfonic Acid
(PFOS) have the received the most focus and a�en�on.

R������������� P������

JJ&A proac�vely characterized a former pla�ng facility based on the poten�al for
the presence of PFAS. This work was conducted to define the scope in advance of
pending regulatory orders. We were able to iden�fy “ambient concentra�ons” in
upgradient loca�ons for reference to “source areas” and design a focused and
cost-effec�ve sampling and analysis program that has resulted in high-quality
defensive data. The work has confirmed exis�ng concentra�ons below current
regulatory guidance.

This proac�ve approach has been helpful in controlling the narra�ve with the
regulatory agencies; JJ&A’s technical exper�se on this class of chemicals has been
instrumental in ge�ng buy-in on the approach while we educate the stake
holders. We are currently nego�a�ng with the regulatory agency to get a No
Further Ac�on on this emerging contaminant for our client.
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SECONDARY MANUFACTURERS
That use PFAS in their products or processes. Will also include wastewater
treatment plants and domes�c wells. Orders to wastewater treatment plants
issued July 2020.

REFINERIES, METAL PLATING COMPANIES, BULK TERMINALS,
AND NON-AIRPORT FIRE TRAINING AREAS
High Priority Targets

AIRPORTS AND LANDFILLS
Believed to have used PFAS-containing aqueous firefigh�ng foam and/or to have
accepted materials with PFAS.
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PHASE I
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PFAS Compound No�fica�on Level (ppt) Response Level (ppt)

PFOA 5.1 10

PFAS 6.5 40
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W��?

The major poten�al sources of PFAS are industrial sites including metal pla�ng
facili�es, fire training/fire response sites, landfills, airports, and wastewater
treatment plants.

W����?

Use of PFAS-containing chemicals have resulted in discharges to the environment
and leaching to soil and groundwater where they can migrate and impact
ecological and human receptors.

PFAS have been found to be mobile, persistent, toxic, and bioaccumulula�ve. The
SWRCB is ordering facili�es to test soil and groundwater for the presence of PFAS.

PFAS: W���’� ��� F���?

Parts per trillion (ppt)

Detected levels of PFAS substances that exceed their response level shall require a community water system or a
nontransient noncommunity public water system to either take a water source out of use, treat the water
delivered, or provide public no�fica�on (Issued by the California Department of Drinking Water, February 6,
2020).


